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They preached a new gospel: we were not to
check our nature, but to develop it. The
delights of affection which had all along been
permitted man were no longer presented as
concessions to our weakness, but as the chief
elements of our strength. The allowed' indul-
gence became the enjoined duty. We were no
longer to prevent love running away with us ;
we were to make it run away with us till it
brought us to the gates of heaven.

It is this view of the matter that Mr. Tenny-
.son has assimilated, and of which he is the most
perfect and the most influential spokesman.
Here at least, he teaches us, we have one thing
.stable, one thing beyond the reach of scepticism,
and a nucleus and a rallying-point for all that is
valuable in life. Sensuous beauty adorns and is
hallowed by it; material refinements are chas-
tened and spiritualised by it; and the true
meaning of Christianity is unlocked by it. Mr.
Tennyson is the prophet par excellence, of affection
thus regarded ; and his two longest and most im-
portant works are a deliberate exposition of its
nature and its varied influence. The two works
we allude to are i In Memoriain' and i The
Arthurian Idylls.' The subject of both is the
same ; only it is treated under different aspects.